
     

 
 

Youth and Philanthropy 

2020 Grant Awards 
Totaling $31,937.50 
 

Outcomes: 
 

EDUCATION: Children and youth succeed in school, work and life. 
FINANCIAL STABILITY: Individuals and families have improved financial stability 
and self-sufficiency. 
HEALTH: Children, seniors and adults have improved physical, emotional, and 
mental well-being. 
 

Catholic Charities Tompkins/Tioga 

 Personal Needs Products and Cleaning Supplies- $4,000 
Catholic Charities of Tompkins/Tioga seeks continued support of the Samaritan Center through the 
Youth and Philanthropy Fund. The Samaritan Center serves as a welcoming location for families and 
individuals experiencing financial crisis. The Youth and Philanthropy Fund requested will be used as 
part of our full budget to help over 3000 low-income people each year to resolve crises and stabilize, 
get caring support, and gain access to programs that have helped many to move toward greater self 
sufficiency.  We target this assistance to meet the needs that impact the youth and children the most. 
For those who turn to the Samaritan Center for help.  Based on recent history we envision this will 
include personal care products, cleaning supplies and disinfecting products.    

 
Coddington Road Community Center 

 Learners and Scholars at Coddington – $800 
The Coddington Learners and Scholars programs began in response to the pandemic. Both are 
designed to support elementary students as they navigate online learning through their home schools. 
In addition to academic support, Coddington offers outdoor time on our 12 acres of fields and woods 
allowing students to disconnect and absorb sunshine and nature during down times. Meals are also 
served, including breakfast, lunch and an afternoon snack during our full day option. Our Learners 
program has already operated during the September 14 to October 2 school closure, serving 19 
children. Many students come prepared with academic supplies, including school issued tablets. 
Coddington also provides materials for planned and independent art projects, games and other 
recreational materials. For students who have trouble logging on to our network or didn't bring a device, 
we hope to provide a device set up to work on our network. This request is to purchase 3 Chromebooks 
with protective cases and keyboards. The approximate cost for each complete unit is $400. 

 
Foodnet Meals on Wheels 

 Blizzard Bag Program- $4,000 
Foodnet requests $4,000 of United Way Youth and Philanthropy funding to support the continuation of 
the blizzard bag program for vulnerable older adults who have difficulty maintaining adequate nutrition. 
In Upstate New York, a snowstorm can hit unexpectedly, creating dangerous road conditions that can 
challenge our ability to reach homebound older adults and others in need. Investment in this program 
ensures that our older adult neighbors have access to nutritious meals regardless of the weather 
conditions during the winter months. 

 
Golden Opportunity Center  

 GO Online Tutoring and Virtual Mentorship Program- $3,000 
Distance learning has challenged GO’s primary objective of delivering in-person, one-on-one tutoring, 
and mentorship. GO students and their families are struggling with housing and food insecurity, internet 
connectivity, and social and emotional wellness. We are aware that students who were already 
struggling are falling further behind. As an organization, we have been forced to reimagine tutoring by 
creating an online program where tutors can continue to offer consistency and support, and where 
students can share their dreams and fears in a safe environment with a mentor whom they trust. 



     

 
 

Distance learning may impact GO tutors' ability to sit shoulder to shoulder with their students, but it 
won't change their capacity to promote joy and belonging and offer hope for a better tomorrow.     

 
Great Ithaca Activities Center (GIAC) 

 GIAC Cultural Awareness Preteen Video Art/Cooking Instruction & Elementary Youth Podcast- 
$2,700 
The program summary focuses on two age groups within GIAC:  1) the pre-teen 6th - 8th grade 
students and 2) the elementary 2nd - 5th grade students that attend GIAC's new all-day, 4-days a week 
Academic Support Program to complete their ICSD online classes as well as small groups of After 
School students in GIACs safe, small group format.  The proposal is a brand new idea that engages 
students to explore virtual media arts, develop their creativity and the opportunity to learn about 
different cultures. The pre-teen group during GIAC's school year program will create instructional 
videos highlighting an art project and cooking lesson related to a particular culture and heritage month 
with the purchase of an I-Pad and art supplies to create their videos  
Additionally, the younger students in the 2nd - 5th grade program would explore virtual media by 
creating a youth-centric podcast where the students with GIAC staff brainstorm and decide on podcast 
topics related to the cultural heritage month focus, create the content, record the podcast and make it 
available to the other GIAC groups, as well as local youth in the community. This is particularly 
important as due to COVID, GIAC's groups are unable to participate collectively.   

 
Ithaca Children's Garden 

 A yurt at ICG: critical 4-season shelter to keep program youth safe through all weather- $750 
ICG respectfully requests a grant to support construction of a yurt in the Garden to serve our program 
participants and vulnerable visitors.ICG lacks a 4-season shelter at the Garden to support our primarily 
outdoor-based program. Our current indoor program space is located off-site at the Just-Be-Cause 
Center, and is shared with other community groups. Due to Covid-19 mandates and safety precautions, 
we can no longer use it for our preschool, after-school and other programs that require indoor shelter in 
proximity to our outdoor site.The yurt will provide a safe, well-ventilated, and spacious shelter for ICG’s 
preschool, after-school, school break and summer day camp programs. The yurt will also provide 
respite from inclement weather conditions for Garden visitors, ICG and community partner event 
participants, and more. By constructing the yurt now, ICG will be able to reopen its childcare programs 
in early 2021, filling a critical need for over 750 families in the community while also stabilizing our 
financial position with the resumed income stream from these programs.  

 
Ithaca Community Childcare Center 

 COVID Supply Boxes - $4,000 
As we begin moving moving forward following the COVID-19 outbreak, child care providers and families 
are faced with the “new normal”. For the Ithaca Community Childcare Center (IC3) staff, this includes 
among other things, implementing social distancing strategies, new cleaning protocols, modified drop 
off and pick up procedures, and increased screening procedures.IC3 would like to mitigate the impact 
of some of these changes while also implementing COVID-19 protocols by introducing individual 
workstations to daycare rooms, moving away from the community workstations that currently occupy 
these spaces. Included would be individual workstations for each child and supply boxes that contain 
crayons, markers, scissors, playdough, etc., one complete kit would be allotted for each child. We 
propose introducing these individual workstations as part of a new routine, marking the transition with 
celebratory flare and the “gifting” of their very own individual supply boxes. The individual supplies will 
reduce the potential of transmission of COVID-19 on high touch materials such as pencils, crayons, 
markers, scissors, playdough etc. IC3 would like to purchase individual supply boxes for 165 children in 
each of the 13 toddler, pre k and school age classrooms. We believe this is an opportunity to model for 
children problem-solving, and flexibility, by engaging children in preventative health measures and in 
the reimagining their physical spaces. 
 
 

 
 



     

 
 

Khuba International 

 Quarter Acre for the People - $5,137.50 
Quarter Acre for the People (QAP) facilitates access to land and expands opportunities to engage in 
agricultural systems for racially-oppressed, food-insecure, and income-challenged community 
members, particularly families with children. Through the project, families are connected with farmers 
and landowners who allocate at least a quarter-acre of their land for long-term community agriculture 
purposes. With support from QAP staff, families grow culturally relevant food, participate in hands-on 
learning opportunities, and take fresh produce home. Additionally, we will host monthly youth and 
family-specific workshops, put on in collaboration with community partners such as Cornell Cooperative 
Extension and Groundswell. In order to support community members in accessing programming, QAP 
will provide transportation to the farm site, and financial incentives for participating in focus groups. 
Focus groups will be an opportunity to gain feedback from the community participants to ensure that 
community needs are continuing to be met and that the program can adapt as needed. In the short 
term, families and youth are provided  increased access to green space, educational programming, and 
fresh produce. This will have educational and health benefits for families and children. In the long-term, 
families interested in becoming more involved in agriculture systems will have the opportunity to move 
to land for homesteading and/or cooperative farming ventures. This would allow families increased 
housing and economic security in the long-term, as well as sustained health benefits. 

 
Ulysses Community Council 

 Trumansburg Community School-Day Program- $5,000 
For the past five weeks we created an opportunity for middle school students to attend a four-hour/two 
day per week program supervised by CCE Youth Coordinator for Trumansburg and two additional paid 
staff.  During the day the program consists of  
the following options/activities: 

•All participants will complete all incomplete assignments on BrightSpace and I-ready. This is 
the most important part of the day.  Students will also be encouraged to attend classes should 
they have any questions, or, if you are a full-virtual learner, attend all virtual classes on their 
schedules. 
•Youth Development programs run by Ethan Cramton of Cornell Cooperative Extension. This 
will include fun DIY projects, outdoor/survival skills, outdoor art projects, team-building 
challenges, and other focused youth development programming. 
•Lawn games such as target games (bean bag toss), badminton, spikeball, pickleball, bocce, 
and physically distant recreational activities.  

 
Village at Ithaca 

 Village Family Dinner Program - $1,800 
Our Family Dinner Program will be a twice monthly event, likely on Sunday, where we’ll encourage 
teenagers and young adults to come together over a meal. We want it to be a casual space that 
establishes us even further as a place of safety, support, and love. We hope to solicit donations from 
local restaurants, giving teenagers and young adults a stronger tie to our own community. (We already 
have partnerships with Italian Carryout and Mama Said Hand Pies.)  Additionally, we plan to partner 
with a diverse group of local restaurants that provide healthy meals whenever possible. With the 
support of United Way of Tompkins County, we will expand our relationships with students in Ithaca 
and surrounding areas, create stronger relationships, and alleviate the burden for food insecure families 
in the ways that we can. 

 
YMCA of Ithaca and Tompkins County 

 Virtual Membership Expansion - $750 
Our virtual membership expansion is designed to promote health and wellness for youth, families, and 
seniors from the comfort of their homes during the ongoing pandemic. By offering a virtual membership 
we will be able to continue delivering the YMCA experience online through group fitness classes, 
wellness workshops, cooking classes, etc. By virtually connecting folks to the YMCA community we 
hope to fight feelings of isolation, improve mental health, and keep people physically healthy as well.  


